Mathematics is an international
The Société Mathématique de France (S.M.F.) was created in 1872 by Michel Chasles, who happened to be the first French member of the London Mathematical Society. He became the first president, elected for one year. In the first issue of the Bulletin, the statutes claim that the purpose of this new learned society is to promote the progress of science and to propagate the studies in pure and applied mathematics. This is done by the works of the society and the publications of the memoirs of its members.
Our society was created to serve as a tie between the French mathematicians. It was a quite small community at that time, almost of a familial size. Due to the expansion of mathematics the number of mathematicians working in France exceeds 5000 (according to the list which will appear in the next edition of the world directory of mathematicians) and our society includes around 2000 members.
Publications
One important goal of SMF, from the beginning, has been mathematical publication. Just one year after SMF was created, in 1873, the first issue of the Bulletin de la Société Mathématique de France appeared. Now, besides the paper version, an electronic version of the Bulletin is available for subscribers of the printed issues. Our collection of publication has been progressively enlarged. Digitisation is a concern of all publishers nowadays. We rely on the NUMDAM programme (numérisation de documents mathématiques) which is lead by the Cellule MathDoc in Grenoble and participates to the international project of the Digital Mathematical Library.
Meetings
We have a "Journée Annuelle" one Saturday in the middle of June, where the official yearly General As- Mathematical research is growing at a high speed, and it is of fundamental importance to keep informed with the new developments. This is why SMF organizes every year two "sessions de la recherche", where specialists on a given subject introduce the state of the art to other mathematicians and to graduate students. On December 12-15, 2001 at the University of Nantes the subject was " . Among the projects which we considered with Peter Gritzmann is the organization of a joint DMV-SMF meeting, which may take place under the auspices of EMS if the application to the European Union 6th Framework Programme which is being prepared now is successful.
Education
The SMF is active in all questions which are related with mathematics. Therefore education problems are one of our main concerns. SMF contributed to the creation of a think-tank group on the teaching of mathematics, which was later officially launched by the Minister of Education who nominated a committee with Jean-Pierre Kahane as President. A report of its work has just been published (ed. Odile Jacob) and is being translated into English (a German translation would be welcome). The program of school teaching deserves the attention of professional mathematicians, but it is also important to introduce mathematics on a lighter basis to high school students: This is the goal of a number of associations created or supported by SMF, like Animath and Math en Jeans, where young people enjoy their free time by doing mathematics. Every year the Committee for Education of the SMF runs a meeting to study the situation -in January 2002 a round table took place on the theme "Mathé-matiques et enseignement des sciences" while in January 2003 we shall study "Mathématiques, modélisa-tion et informatique". We keep contacts with organizations like APMEP (Association des Professeurs de Mathématiques de l'Enseignement Public, the Association of High School Mathematics Teachers) and
UPS (Union des Professeurs de Spéciales). CIRM in Luminy
Mathematicians need to work together, either in small groups, or by participating to conferences. This is why SMF created the CIRM (Centre International de Rencontres Mathématiques) in Luminy in 1981. This is an Oberwolfach-like institute -the superb surrounding of the black forest is replaced by the proximity of the mediterranean sea and the calanques -, but the main idea is the same, namely to offer to mathematicians the best possible conditions for working together. The task of this center of research and training is to organize international meetings bringing together mathematicians and researchers in related fields from France and all over the world. Also it serves for the training of young researchers through intensive courses or summer courses. The capacity has been increased recently, and more than 60 people can be acommodated. Further works are taking place and a new auditorium is planned. Our website http://smf.emath.fr displays further information on our society, with a directory of members, on-line order forms for books and journals, information concerning our publications, conferences, meetings, and much more.
Our two societies, SMF and DMV, have reciprocity agreements. We welcome members of DMV to join SMF as reciprocity members. Also we plan to include a link on each of our two web sites pointing to a page (to be constructed) which will introduce the different possibilities for mathematicians in one country to visit colleagues in the other one, either as postdoc, or else at a more advanced level. This will include information on existing funds for students who wish to prepare a thesis in the other country, like the "thèses en cotutelles". We sincerely hope that such action will tighten the links between our two societies.
